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M O U N T A I N  A S H  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  S C H O O L  

NEWSLETTER 

Teacher Tapp is a free to download app, easy to 

set up and quick to use! 

Each day at 3:30pm you receive a notification to 

answer a quick teaching related survey (it takes 2 

minutes maximum). 

You then find out how thousands of other 

teachers responded and receive a daily piece of 

CPD - including articles and top tips to improve 

teaching - totally free! 

Plus, the creators of Teacher Tapp share 

anonymous findings with policy makers, school 

leaders and other education organisations so that 

users have a voice to inform decision making! 

TEACHING FROM BEHIND THE SAFETY LINE 

S O U R C E :  T o m  S h e r r i n g t o n  |  t e a c h e r h e a d . c o m  

Teachers have spent the last term 

wrestling with the challenge of 

teaching from behind the ‘Covid 

safety line’. How can we follow 

through on effective teaching 

practice? Especially if we can’t 

move freely amongst learners. The 

challenge is to engage everyone in 

the room in the process of learning, thinking and practising; to 

somehow gain real-time feedback about how well the class are doing; 

and to give feedback to learners to move them on. These are the same 

things we aim to do usually, just made a bit more difficult! 

So what can we do?  

Questioning: Make a point of posing questions to those sat in the 

furthest reaches, the corners, the back rows! Bounce the same 

question around the room getting multiple responses before being 

satisfied you can move on. Use ‘cold-calling’ techniques by calling on 

someone to respond (this is not the time for the same volunteer with 

their hand up!). If the class clam up at this then consider Pair-Share 

episodes beforehand to give them time to air their thoughts. 

Whole Class Response: Get the whole room involved in quizzing or 

understanding checks. You could normally use ’show-me boards’/mini-

whiteboards if you have access to them. However given current 

circumstances, low-tech response systems can work perfectly fine - for 

example 1 finger up = answer A, 2 fingers up = answer B and so on. 

You can also get a class to glue big bold letters 

on the back of their book and they hold up the 

corner matched to their response (A, B, C or 

D!). 

Live Class Feedback: With access to a visualiser 

you can have a sort of “show me your work” station where work can 

be brought to the front yet still at an acceptable distance, and seen on 

your computer screen. You can then offer feedback for 

improvement to the pupil. Alternatively display it on 

the projector to evaluate the piece as a whole class; 

modelling and explaining how to improve. 

TO READ THE ORIGINAL ARTICLE IN 

FULL, USE YOUR PHONE CAMERA TO 

SCAN THE QR CODE 
A.LOYNTON/1020/ www.macstandl.com 

This half term’s 

recommended read is 

‘Retrieval Practice: 

Research & Resources for 

every classroom’ by Kate 

Jones. 

A booked packed with 

practical ideas to 

support memory and 

retention of topics. A 

must when coaching 

classes through revision but equally useful to use 

during other lessons too to improve recall. 

Guaranteed to provide you with ideas for use in 

lessons! Copies are available from the MACS CPD 

library. 

 


